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molting stages. If the grub is eaten by a hog during this time, it passes into the intestines where the grub is dissolved or digested and the young thorn-headed worm is released. It soon hooks on to the wall of the intestine and grows to maturity. This causes an area of inflammation or reddening and, when the worms are numerous, a considerable portion of the intestines may be involved. Germs frequently enter through the skin puncture, causing the formation of small nodules or swellings which often extend through to the outer surface of the intestine. When these nodules rupture their contents into the abdominal cavity, a fatal peritonitis follows.
The presence of large numbers of the worms would interfere with the general health of the animal and might even cause a stoppage of the bowel. The continued irritation of numbers of these worms is sufficient to cause the animal much distress.
Symptoms
The affected pigs might show the same symptoms of a heavy infestation of common round-worms. Pain or colic is evidenced by uneasiness and continued grunting. The appetite is reduced and this is followed by general weakness and unthriftiness. Muscular spasms or epileptic fits have been described. It would be very difficult to distinguish the disease by the symptoms alone, a post-mortem examination being necessary to establish the identity of the worm. The finding of these white worms firmly attached to the inside lining of the bowel should enable one to recognize this disease.
Treatment
There is no satisfactory treatment for this worm, because they fasten themselves to the intestinal wall and are, therefore, difficult to loosen. The same methods outlined for the expulsion of the common round-worm are suggested. The